go                              Viscount Halifax

thought that events had fully justified his reserve, and a good
many people will agree with him. Halifax was always inclined
to assume in others the same standpoint and premises as his own,
and to be puzzled and indignant when these did not produce
the same conclusions. But the Archbishop's position was totally
different from Halifax's, and it must be admitted that not once,
but many times, he tried to make this clear. *98 Really he and the
Cardinal, from their very conflicting points of views, were
closer to each other than either was to Halifax. They, at any
rate, spoke the same language and lived on the same plane. The
language was that of common-sense, the plane that of practical
politics. It was no more possible for their minds to meet the
mind of Halifax than it is for two parallel straight lines to meet
each other. As to which was right, opinions will always differ.
One man will be ready to take a big risk for the sake of a possible
big advantage, and another will not, partly because each sets a
different value on the risk and the advantage, and partly through
a fundamental opposition of mind and temperament. There
will always be those who look at matters in 'the light of Faith*
and those who will look at them in that of 'human calculation/

When Apostolicae Curae appeared, the Archbishop began to
make notes for a reply. On October loth he went to stay with
Mr. Gkdstone at Hawarden. He was apparently in the best of
health and spirits, but the next day in church he was taken sud-
denly ill and died. The official Anglican reply to the Bull, a
document of the greatest importance for the future, was there-
fore sponsored by his successor, Archbishop Temple, and by
the Archbishop ofYork, Dr. Maclagan.

If Halifax was a little less than fair to Benson, his veneration

for Leo XIII survived in undiminished force. There had been

moments when he had thought that the Pope might have said

more, and others when he might have said less; but when the

*As in his letter of April 29th, 1895.